
The environmental 
impact of a building can 
be improved in many ways
without fully refurbishing it.
Many opportunities arise as
we gradually repair, extend
and rebuild parts of our
homes over time. 

The checklist opposite
illustrates the opportunities
for incorporating many of
the issues contained in this
guide, such as what materials
to use, insulating your home,
incorporating renewable
energy, saving water, assisting
wildlife as well as a wide
range of improvements that
you may want or need to
carry out.  

It will often be cheaper to
combine measures such as
energy efficiency when you
are undertaking repair work.
The checklist will prompt
questions you will need to
ask yourself, your builder
or your architect.

Note - Planning permission
may be needed for some 
of these projects, particularly
if you live in a conservation
area or listed building.

•Green homes
checklist
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Building
an
extension

Converting
your loft

Building a
conservatory

Replacing
your heating
system

Decorating
your home

Refitting
kitchens and
bathroom

Replacing
your 
windows

Orientation of
building page 40

Internal wall
insulation page 17

Triple glazing page 23

Cavity wall 
insulation page 17

External wall 
insulation page 17

Draught stripping page 19

Add insulation page 16

Insulate loft page 18

Insulate water  
tank and pipes page 27

Insulate doors page 19

Insulate floors page 22

Add porch 
or vestibule page 46

Low energy 
lighting page 33

Alternative energy 
systems page 28

Improve temperature 
controls page 25

Environmentally friendly 
materials page 9

Water saving 
methods page 35

Planning 
permission page 45

Building control page 45

Reduce waste  page 23

Nesting and roofing 
places page 40
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Woking Local Agenda 21 would like to hear comments and suggestions 
from anyone who has read this guide. We would be particularly interested 
in your comments in these areas:

ß Have you found Greener Homes useful?
ß Have you taken any actions as a result of the ideas presented 

in Greener Homes?
ß Do you think you are likely to use Greener Homes in the future?
ß Would you recommend Greener Homes to others?
ß Have you any ideas or additional topic areas that could be included 

in any future update of Greener Homes?

You can let us know your thoughts by post, email or telephone using 
the contact details opposite. 

Alternatively, there is an opportunity to provide feedback 
on the Internet version of the Greener Homes guide. 
Log onto www.woking.gov.uk/greenhome.
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†
Woking Local Agenda 21 
Contact Details:
Woking Local Agenda 21, 
c/o Woking Borough Council, 
Civic Offices, Gloucester
Square, Woking, GU21 6YL.
Tel: 01483 743413
Fax: 01483 756842
Email: la21@woking.gov.uk
Web: www.woking.gov.uk/
environment/la21

Feedback•

Disclaimer

This guide has been produced as an aid to sustainable living. 
Although every reasonable care has been taken in its production, 
the publishers do not represent, warrant or endorse the accuracy 
or reliability of any of the information contained within the 
guide or the quality or reliability of any goods or services 
mentioned in it.

The publishers are not selling or offering for sale any products 
nor do they act as agents of any persons in that respect.

Any views expressed in this publication are not necessarily 
attributable to Woking Borough Council.

First Published 1 November 2005
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